From dust to glory

A short report on theRooted in Jesueam visit to the Dicoese of Lusaka, Zambia, April 2010

by Martin Cavender (team leader)
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thus begins the report to his rural Parishes in Gloucestershire by the Revd John Beckett, part of the team of Amy Gorman,

Lucy Mugwanja, Archdeacon Kevin Roberts and me who went to the Lusaka Diocese at the request of Bishop David Njovu

(and brilliantly organised by Archdeacon Peter Rivett) in April 2010. For three of the team this was a first experience, too,
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met at Heathrow and then when Lucy joined us in Lusaka. In the event we came together
in the most amazing way, and | am sure this was the best, funniest, most competent and
diverse team | have ever worked with. We plunged into the first of two RinJ Conferences in
the city of Lusaka itself after we had had a day of prayer and preparation, built around
Ephesians 3:14-21 and the wonderful promises of God.

Met with a fine welcome from Bishop David, the Conference started small and grew as the
hours passed, until we had some 85 people there, including their clergy. We taught and
trained, ran workshops and demonstration groups, dramas, role-plays and the rest. As
alwayswithRinli KS oA 3 Y2@0S A& FTNRBY GOKFf1l |yR
interaction ¢ but this lot took to it all like ducks to water, and we finished the Conference
with 49 approved group leaders, wonderful worship and prayer, a powerful sense of the

{ LJ% pk#sahc@ in healing (including one woman from the effects of malaria) and freedom
¢ and a smiling Archdeacon handing out Certificates to those who had attended, perhaps
the first such papers they had had in their lives.

The scene then moved over early morning dusty roads to Mapanza, a mission station some
8 hours south of Lusaka. Here John and the rest of the team had their deeper baptism into
Africa, and into a people so enthusiastic to come that some of them had swum a swollen
river with the help of buoyancy from 20 litre water containers and rope. On the first day of
the Conference we found 86 people attentively waiting at 9am for the start, and that
rapidly grew to 125, all designated and sent by their parishes. The spread was from urban
Livingstone to deeply rural Lugwalo. We again had the Bishop there to enthuse and affirm
what was happening, and we plunged in to the programme. The school where we were
meeting was in a poor state, so we set the delegates to cleaning it up and demonstrating !
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Lord was at work in healing (including one man from deafness) and in deliverance (one man from an unclean spirit
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of spells and incantations). The worship and prayer was marvellous, culminating in a Eucharist on day 3 which led into a

wild, singing conga line around the building.

OK ¢
i K NR




Perhaps the greatest release for many, including the clergy, was from the hierarchy of the
institutional Church into a place where they could pray for one another and see God at
work among them in ways that they had never experienced before, with both women and
men called into leadership by a Holy Spirit many found for the first time to be real. We set
some stringent requirements for those who wanted to be group leaders. 100 of the
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also great to see Hessah Silwebbe appointed by common acclaim as the coordinator for the
whole area.

Two marvellous Conferences, and a team who had been carried throughout by prayer both
locally and in the UK. 149 people appointed as group leaders; with a potential 10 per group
in these scattered churches that means around 1,500 people in groups, fuelled by a high
expectation of what the Lord will do.
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Holy Spirit at work in him. So did the rest of us.

And the dust? Well, leaving Africa, the Icelandic volcano nearly did for us ¢ but the UK
AYGSNODSaa2NE aSaiat SR dadid h&aid hNdiad beiags plda thei ,
cours& o0dzi GKS [ 2NR SlkedArchdeason Féter fiad BsinS1A38dy & (i & VI&He ¢aikds thapoor G

from the dust and lifts the needy fromthe akhS I LJT K S &SI G & (afd So¥ pravéd dust 26Ldids 3fterS a X €
our cancelled flight we were given the last 4 stand-by tickets on the first flight out of Lusaka to Heathrow ¢ and they were
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this blessed visit to beautiful Zambia, and will continue to do it among the beautiful people with whom we were proud

and honoured to work. May he be truly praised and glorified.
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