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άDƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ½ŀƳōƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ !ǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ been on a 

ǇƭŀƴŜ ŦƻǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛǇ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀέ ς 

thus begins the report to his rural Parishes in Gloucestershire by the Revd John Beckett, part of the team of Amy Gorman, 

Lucy Mugwanja, Archdeacon Kevin Roberts and me who went to the Lusaka Diocese at the request of Bishop David Njovu 

(and brilliantly organised by Archdeacon Peter Rivett) in April 2010. For three of the team this was a first experience, too, 

of teaching aƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ άwƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ had been to Africa before expected 

dust in our travelling ς ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ƙƻǿ Řǳǎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  

²Ŝ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ Řƻ ς both when we 

met at Heathrow and then when Lucy joined us in Lusaka. In the event we came together 

in the most amazing way, and I am sure this was the best, funniest, most competent and 

diverse team I have ever worked with. We plunged into the first of two RinJ Conferences in 

the city of Lusaka itself after we had had a day of prayer and preparation, built around 

Ephesians 3:14-21 and the wonderful promises of God.  

Met with a fine welcome from Bishop David, the Conference started small and grew as the 

hours passed, until we had some 85 people there, including their clergy. We taught and 

trained, ran workshops and demonstration groups, dramas, role-plays and the rest. As 

always with RinJ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ άŎƘŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪέ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

interaction ς but this lot took to it all like ducks to water, and we finished the Conference 

with 49 approved group leaders, wonderful worship and prayer, a powerful sense of the 

{ǇƛǊƛǘΩs presence in healing (including one woman from the effects of malaria) and freedom 

ς and a smiling Archdeacon handing out Certificates to those who had attended, perhaps 

the first such papers they had had in their lives.   

The scene then moved over early morning dusty roads to Mapanza, a mission station some 

8 hours south of Lusaka. Here John and the rest of the team had their deeper baptism into 

Africa, and into a people so enthusiastic to come that some of them had swum a swollen 

river with the help of buoyancy from 20 litre water containers and rope. On the first day of 

the Conference we found 86 people attentively waiting at 9am for the start, and that 

rapidly grew to 125, all designated and sent by their parishes. The spread was from urban 

Livingstone to deeply rural Lugwalo. We again had the Bishop there to enthuse and affirm 

what was happening, and we plunged in to the programme. The school where we were 

meeting was in a poor state, so we set the delegates to cleaning it up and demonstrating 

ǘƘŜ άōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƭƛǾŜǎέ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ άǊƻƻǘŜŘ 

ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎέΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ п Řŀȅǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Lord was at work in healing (including one man from deafness) and in deliverance (one man from an unclean spirit 

ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ŀ ǿƛǘŎƘŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ άL ŀƳ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŀƴΗέ - and two young mothers from the effect 

of spells and incantations). The worship and prayer was marvellous, culminating in a Eucharist on day 3 which led into a 

wild, singing conga line around the building.  



Perhaps the greatest release for many, including the clergy, was from the hierarchy of the 

institutional Church into a place where they could pray for one another and see God at 

work among them in ways that they had never experienced before, with both women and 

men called into leadership by a Holy Spirit many found for the first time to be real. We set 

some stringent requirements for those who wanted to be group leaders. 100 of the 

delegates were aǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŀƴǳŀƭǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

also great to see Hessah Silwebbe appointed by common acclaim as the coordinator for the 

whole area. 

Two marvellous Conferences, and a team who had been carried throughout by prayer both 

locally and in the UK. 149 people appointed as group leaders; with a potential 10 per group 

in these scattered churches that means around 1,500 people in groups, fuelled by a high 

expectation of what the Lord will do.  

²Ƙŀǘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ άŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜέΚ IŜ ŎŀƳŜ back from Africa convinced of the importance of 

άwƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

Holy Spirit at work in him. So did the rest of us. 

And the dust? Well, leaving Africa, the Icelandic volcano nearly did for us ς but the UK 

ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мсΥфΣ άIn their hearts human beings plan their 

courseΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŜǇǎέΦ Then Archdeacon Peter had Psalm 113:5-уΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΣ άHe raises the poor 

from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash-ƘŜŀǇΤ ƘŜ ǎŜŀǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ Χέ Τ and so it proved. Just 26 hours after 

our cancelled flight we were given the last 4 stand-by tickets on the first flight out of Lusaka to Heathrow ς and they were 

in first-ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎΗ aŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ς but he had done it throughout 

this blessed visit to beautiful Zambia, and will continue to do it among the beautiful people with whom we were proud 

and honoured to work. May he be truly praised and glorified.  

 

 

For John BeckettΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŎƭƛŎƪ here 
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