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The diocese  

RinJ was first introduced to E Zambia in 2008 at the invitation of Bishop William 
Mchomboh. We worked then with the 8 clergy and 180 lay leaders, and the purpose 
of this return visit was to strengthen the existing programme and train a new 
generation of youth leaders (ages 18-30) to lead groups. The four UK team members 
were joined by two from the Zambian diocese of Luapula where RinJ is also in use, 
and we worked in three different centres: Mphanga, Mfuwe and Petauke. In each 
we ran a 3 day conference concluding with the presentation of certificates, and in 
Mphanga this was followed by a 4 hour Sunday service of baptism, confirmation and 
commissioning. 

The existing programme 

Since 2008 RinJ has been used for baptism and confirmation preparation in the 
diocese as well as for parish discipleship groups. In a large diocese with only 8 clergy 
responsible for up to 18 congregations each it has proved hard to establish a 
support structure for the group leaders, and this was one of the issues Bishop 
William and the Canon Missioner Susan Chulu were keen to address. The 53 existing 
leaders who joined us this time had all formed groups, as had others who were not 
able to attend. Some groups had completed book 1, others had reached various 
stages. All said the material was easy to use and had been greatly appreciated, but it 
was clear that more support, a seasonal approach which would fit with the farming 
year, and a tighter communication system were needed.  

We were particularly encouraged to hear a number of testimonies of healing from 
the 2008 seminars ς most remarkably a young woman who had asked, eyes on the 
ground, for prayer for genital boils and her HIV positive status. The boils had healed 
and her health had improved to the point where she was taken off the retroviral 
drugs. She felt so much better and so much more confident in herself that she had 
applied for jobs in the civil service and the army. The battery of medical tests this 
involved had revealed that she is now HIV negative! She responded with 3 days of 
praise and fastingΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǝoodness to her. Others too had 
been healed and delivered, and it was a great pleasure to see the strength and 
vitality at St Agnes, Mfuwe, which has been completely and beautifully rebuilt since 
we were there, at considerable cost to the church members. 

The youth leaders 

We worked this time with 130 youth leaders, hand picked for their zeal and 
enthusiasm. An extremely dynamic bunch of people, this was the first time they had 
received any ministry training, and they responded with gratitude and 
determination ς and, in Mphanga in particular, with a great deal of spontaneous 
praise and worship which continued  by candlelight into the early hours! The 8 
clergy were again with us to support and encourage them, and Bishop William was 
able to be with us for the whole of the Mfuwe conference as well as for the Sunday 
service in Mphanga.  

We offered the usual mix of plenary teaching, small group work, worship, ministry 
and prayer. We modelled the first lesson of RinJ and asked participants to prepare a 
further lesson so that we could offer advice and support. We used sketches and 
practical demonstrations, laughed, puzzled and sang together. We ran a separate 
stream for the existing leaders so that we could listen to their experiences, 
encourage them and help them develop an effective way forward. It was especially 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ {ǳǎŀƴ /ƘǳƭǳΣ CǊ YŀǇƻƳōŀ {ŜƪŜƭŜǘƛ όΨCŀǘƘŜǊ YΩΗύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
worker Sansom Mwanza with us for virtually the whole time, and to have the close 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



involvement and active support of Bishop William.  

Developing a diocesan strategy 

In the light of the feedback from the existing leaders, Susan Chulu and Father K set up 
a new support structure. One or two coordinators were elected for each parish, with 
an archdeaconry coordinator for each of the three archdeaconries. They will keep in 
touch with group leaders by text, and will send monthly progress reports to the 
diocesan offices. Support on the ground will be provided by the priests, most of 
whom have now committed themselves to leading a group as well, and by the 
evangelists. We also suggested that in the very rural areas leaders should work in 
pairs, or at least meet regularly in twos or threes for mutual prayer support. When a 
group completes a book, the priest will visit, hear them say the memory verses and 
give a short testimony, and present each member and the leader with a certificate of 
achievement. 

This is the first time RinJ has been used by youth leaders ς some of whom had been 
withdrawn from school in order to attend. Bishop William is anxious to affirm the 
youth so that they become active in ministry and are able to bring new life to their 
congregations as they grow into leadership, and he stressed that he wishes them to 
be free to worship and pray in new ways. His vision is that the diocese would become 
increasingly dependent on and filled with the Holy Spirit as it expands its lay ministry. 

Highlights 

The trip was not without its difficulties. Due to the need to travel long distances 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ о ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦŦ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ о ƘƻǳǊǎ 
in the S Luangwa National Park, at school rates in the MU bus, and a delight for the 
participants who joined us). Mphanga was peaceful, beautiful and without electricity, 
and the team was inevitably scattered in homes and, for the Bensons, a school store 
room, which made prayer and fellowship difficult. A certain amount of spiritual 
opposition and heaviness lay over the church in Petauke, dispelled with the help of 
the intercessors at home. Normal difficulties; and more than compensated for by  the 
unstinting and sacrificial hospitality we received, the high standard of the food 
prepared by rotas of Veronicas and MU members, and the joyful companionship of 
the clergy and diocesan officers. 

Key momentsΚ CƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǎǘΩs young son offered him a bite 
of the whole, cooked mouse he was enjoying. The joy of the worship, especially on 
the second and third days after people had recommitted themselves to Christ. 
[ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴΣ ŘǳōōŜŘ ΨCŀǘƘŜǊ aaǾǳǘƻΩ όǇǊƻōƭŜƳύ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 
questions, offering a smiling and quizzical challenge to those leaders who had all but 
given up on their groups. The times of prayer, learning together about the power of 
the word and then, the first time they had ever done this, listening to God and 
receiving life-changing words, scriptures, pictures. One member of the clergy, whose 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ 
refusal to release him from his part time teaching job, had a vision, as he prayed, of a 
conversation in which the DC relented ς only to find himself participating in that 
same conversation, word for word, the next day as he bumped into the DC (who lived 
in a different town) in the street. A youth leader named John, on the point of leaving 
his church because of its problems, who said the teaching had seemed to specifically 
address those very same problems, and that he now felt confident that through 
prayer they could be solved. Another young man, too shy to speak to a group, filled 
with the Spirit and testifying with confidence to a complete inner transformation. 
Three women praying together who had received complementary insights into one 
another and into themselves, one exclaiming this was an astonishingly powerful 
version of the forbidden visits to the witch doctor, and not something they had 
known was possible. And last but not least, laughing with the cooks, catching up with 
Alfred and meeting Sylvester for the first time, and travelling to the places of 
vulnerability and dependence which this work always seems to involve. 

Alison Morgan, 8.7.10. For more on Rooted in Jesus visit www.rootedinjesus.net.  
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